AIR FORCE SERGEANTS ASSOCIATION

CHAPTER 615

BARKSDALE AFB, LA. 71110

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES
PLACE/TIME:  STRIPES Lounge / 1800 Hrs. 






30 Oct 2007
1. Pledge of Allegiance: Led by Jeff Ledoux, President
2. AFSA Preamble:  Read by Rodney Jeansonne
3. Attendance to determine quorum:  16 members were present
4. Introduction of Guests:  Two new members were introduced
5. President’s Report and Announcements:  None
6. Sickness and Distress:  Don Beasley is healing well after surgery.  He should be back to his old self in a few weeks.  Thanks to all who sent him cards and baskets.
7. Approval of past meeting minutes:  General membership approved past minutes.
8. Treasurer’s report:  Provided by printed and verbal summary by Harold Swanson, Treasurer.   Motion to approve the treasurer’s report by general membership was passed subject to audit.
9. Committee Reports:

a.  Awards:  Provided food for the ALS Icebreaker, recognized 36 new promotees for Barksdale on 2 Oct, and recognized A1C Buller as the Barksdale AOM from the AMXS Squadron.
  
b.  Legislative:  Updates sent by email.  Briefed 2.3% raise for VA, Retirees and Social Security; 3.5% pay raise for active duty
     Veteran’s Coalition:  Future minutes still pending.
c.  Programs: 
    -- AFSA Christmas Party was discussed…party is scheduled for 8 Dec, 1600, at the Ledoux’s home.  Maps will go out later.  The menu will be a traditional Christmas dinner with gift exchange to follow.  The hams and turkey will be provided along with drinks.  If interested in attending, please let the Ledoux’s or Brian Hinds know.  Attendees may bring a traditional holiday covered dish.  A list will be put out so the basic items are brought.  If participating in the gift exchange, please limit the amount to $10-15.  Children are not allowed because alcohol will be served.
  -- The chapter each year prepares goody bags for our veterans at the VA Hospital and distributes them on 11 Nov at approx 1100.  The budget is $500 and Mitzi Beasley will chair this event.  If interested in participating, be at the Bingo hall at 0930 on 11 Nov.  If active duty, please wear your uniform.  

  -- Review of monthly calendar briefed by Brian Hinds
  -- Bingo:  Wenzel briefed that Bingo continues to go well and the outside support has been great.  The Keesler AFSA Chapter 652 will be up on 2 Nov to help with Bingo.  
d.  Membership:  Chapter has 2 Skyhigh club members with 3rd pending.  The chapter has met AFSA’s recruiting goals; however, we have not done as well with our retention and are in need of a chairperson to work retention efforts.  SMSgt Sanders Louivierre has accepted the position.
e.  Communications:  
     Newsletter:  Items to Billy Barnes NLT 15 Nov 07.
     Website:  Brian Hinds announced the website continues to garner more hits.  
f.  Airman’ s Activities:  Paint Ball contest scheduled for 2 Dec at 1300.  Flyer will be going out shortly.  The executive council voted and agreed to split the $20 entry fee for the paintball tournament.  
OLD BUSINESS
10. Motion to approve Budgeted Items for the next month was approved.
11. Tabled item:  Visit to Monroe War Vets Home; future date pending.   Don Beasley (Open)

12. Passed out information about a Blanket Drive for children in Kyrgyzstan.  (Closed))

13. Presented $1500 checks each to First Sgt and Top 3 rep for Operation Warmheart and Santas in Blue.  Ledoux (Closed)

14. Next year we will have to do an IRS filing for charities whose income exceeds $25,000.00 for tax year 07.  We need to file NLT 15 May 08.  (President) (Open)

15. Issued the quarterly check for $300.00 for the Northwest LA Food Bank, budgeted item.  (Closed)

16. Received Invitation from Benton High School ROTC Veterans Day, scheduled for 8 Nov 07, David Johnson to attend.  (Closed)

17. Received Thank you letter from Salvation Army Boys and Girls club for donation of $1000.00.  (Closed)

18. Received Thank you letter from Northwest Special Olympics for donation of $150.00.  (Closed)

19. Received Thank you card from Boo Benefit 10th Anniversary Rally for burn victims for donation of $200.00.  (Closed)

NEW BUSINES 
20. Johnny Byrd briefed a new AFSA award.  Starting this year, AFSA NCO of the Year category will be awarded to an NCO who is in his second term and the award will be presented by the CMSAF at the Annual convention.  Criteria will be sent to Chapters so their nominee can compete at the Division level.  (Closed)
21. A motion was made by Andy Morales and seconded by Wenzel Oesterreich to purchase coffee worth $50 for the Bossier Council on Aging.  After discussions, the motion was passed.  

22. Mr Braidwood presented information about the upcoming Veterans for Veterans event being held on 10 Nov.  If interested in attending as a biker, you can pre-register at Shreveport or Bossier City HD before 7 Nov.  A motion was made and seconded to donate $100 to this worthy cause since all proceeds go to the VA hospital for the veterans.

Meeting adjourned at 1850 Hrs.  Next meeting is on 27 November at 1800 hrs at STRIPES Club
   //Signed//    
//Signed//
Jeff Ledoux, 
Pam Miller
Chapter President
Secretary
